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SAEDOU, sahrdoo', victories (1831-
1908), a French dramatist, born in Paris.
He at first studied medicine, but abandoned
this in favor of literature. His earliest ven-
ture was the comedy of The Students' Inn,
which proved a failure, at the Odeon. How-
ever, he continued his efforts and soon at-
tained success in every field of the drama,
with the exception of tragedy. His better
known works, many of which have been pro-
duced on the English stage, are Our Inti-
mates, The Butter-fly, Daniel Rochat, The
Benoiton Family, Dora and Madame Sans
Gene. His later successes were associated with
Madame Bernhardt, for whom he wrote
Fedora, Theodora, La Tosca and The Sorcer-
ess; Robespierre was written for Sir Henry
Irving.
SARGASSO SEA, sdhr gas'o, a large tract
of seaweed in the North Atlantic Ocean lo-
cated between the 25th and 30th parallels,
north latitude, and the 38th and 60th merid-
ians, west longitude, although its position
changes slightly owing to the influence of
winds and currents. The sea has about four-
fifths the area of Texas. It was discovered
by Columbus on Ms first voyage, and his
ships were delayed by it. It is avoided by
navigators because it is more or less of an
obstruction to ships.
SARGENT, john gtarabaldi (1860- ),
a leading lawyer of Vermont, and in 1925
appointed Attorney-General of the United
States by President Coolidge. He was born
in Ludlow, Vt, in 1860; graduated from
Tufts College in 1887; and practiced law in
Vermont until called to the President's
Cabinet. He served as State's attorney of
Windsor County, 1898-1900, and was elected
to the office of Attorney-General of Vermont,
a position which he held for two terms, 1908-
1912. He was also Chairman of the Vermont
Commission on Uniform State Laws.
SARGENT, john singer (1856-1925),
one of the foremost American portrait and
genre painters, was born at Florence, Italy,
of American parents. He was educated in
Italy and Germany. At the age of eighteen
he became the pupil of Carolus Duran, who
greatly influenced his career. When twenty
years old he made his first visit to the United
States.
Sargent ranks as one of the greatest por-
trait artists of his time, and numbered among
•his sitters Durari, Monet, Edwin Booth,
Joseph Jefferson, Ada Rehan, Ellen Terry as
 Lady Macbeth, John Hay, and Theodore
Roosevelt. Carmencita, a dancer in costume,
and Carnation Lily, Lily Rose, two girls light-
ing Japanese lanterns in a flower garden, are
among his most popular pictures; paintings
in the Boston Public Library are among the
finest of his mural decorations. He has also
executed many landscape and figure pieces.
SAETm., ont., the county seat of Lamb-
ton County, on the Saint Clair River and on
the Canadian National and the Pere Mar-
quette railways, sixty-one miles west of Lon-
don. It is connected with Port Huron,
across the river, by ferries and by a railway
tunnel about one and one-quarter miles long.
The leading industrial establishments include
foundries, machine shops, oil refineries, salt
works and factories for the manufacture of
engines and agricultural implements and
woolen goods. Population, 1921, 14,887;
1931, 18^191.
SABPEDON, sarpe'don, a hero of the
Iliad, was king of the Lycians and ally of
the Trojans. He was slain by Patroclus, and
his body was rescued and purified by Apollo.
According to different accounts, he was either
the son of Jupiter and Laodamia or the
grandson of another Sarpedon, the son of
Jupiter and Europa.
SAESAPARIL'LA, a drug obtained from
the roots of several species of smilax. The
plants are tough, twining shrubs, with prickly
stems, small flowers and shiny leaves. They
are natives of the warm regions of America,
being found in South America and on the
Mexican Andes. The dry roots of the plant
are used in medicine and are odorless and
bitterish. Formerly sarsaparilla was con-
sidered an efficacious cure in various dis-
eases, but it is now used mostly in spring
medicines. Though popularly believed to
have a mild tonic effect, physicians and chem-
ists do not consider it valuable as a remedy.
It is used to some extent for flavoring soda
water.
SABTO, sahrioh, anbeea bel (1487-
1531), a Florentine master, known for the ex-
cellence of his 'technique as the "Faultless
Painter/' His real name was andrea van-
snjGOHi, Bel Sa'rto (meaning the tattoos son)
being a nickname because of his father's
trade. Del Sarto studied painting1 under
several Florentine masters, and at the age
of thirty already had executed a "beautiful
series of frescoes in the Church of the Serv-
ites and was recognized as one of the best

